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maining half year.   But, still, if they wanted to drop it, he would no longer
make delay in the matter.1

The Searchlight, 19-7-1925

244.   SPEECH AT SWARAJ PARTT MEETING*

CALCUTTA,
July 17, 1925

Mahatmaji, who was present at the meeting, declared clearly that if they
wanted to abolish the said franchise he would at once accede to their demand
and convene a meeting of the A.I.C.C. But for him personally the only course
open would be to resign the Presidentship of the Congress Working Committee
and work separately for spreading charkha and khaddar. He said that he
was ready to do away with the pact with the Swarajists and thereby make
them completely independent of any obligation regarding Congress mandate.
The pact had made it obligatory to the Swarajists to abide by the spinning
franchise for full one year and for this reason only many of them were in-
clined to observe it for the full term. But if the majority were for abolition,
he must dissolve the pact in due deference to their wishes. In conclusion he
declarect that, if the Congress would abolish the spinning franchise, he would,
while remaining within the Congress, form a separate organization for spinning
and would work it up just as Deshbandhu Das and others formed and worked
up the Swaraj Party.3

Amrita Bazar Patrika, 18-7-1925

1 On this point J.M- Sen Gupta and Motilal Nehru felt that the Swarajists
must abide  by the  pact   they had made with the Congress,   and breach
of it would imply breach of the Congress policy by the Swarajists who  were
all Congressmen.

2 The meetirfg ^as held in the morning at the residence of S. C.  Roy,
son-in-law of C. R. Das, to discuss the abolition of the spinning franchise.

3 The meeting of the AJ.C.C., it was decided, would be held late  in
September or early October to discuss the question of spinning franchise fully.
According to the report:   "At the conclusion of the sitting, Mahatmaji sent a
note to Pandit Motilal Nehru saying that since the Swarajists had majority
in the Congress and since Panditji was the President   of the Swaraj  Party,
he should also assume the Presidentship of the Congress Working Committee.
He did no longer like to be the President of this body.   This note had creat-
ed a sensation in the Swarajists* camp most of whom did not  like to lose
Mahatmaji's counsel. However, it was finally arranged that for at least the
remaining period of this year, Mahatmaji will  remain  as the  President   of
the A.I.C.G..  But if the spinning franchise be dropped at the next meeting
of the A.I.G.C., he will resign and set up a separate spinning organization,*'